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	Field of university study and work experience since graduation (Ph.D.)

	2005 – 2009
PhD studies about the ‘Antibody responses to saliva of Triatoma infestans (Hemiptera: Reduviidae): Potential novel epidemiological tools for Chagas disease surveillance’ at the University of Aberdeen, UK, Institute of Zoology (supervised by Dr. J.M. Sternberg and Dr. P.F. Billingsley) and the Ruhr-Universitaet Bochum, Bochum, Germany, Group Zoology/Parasitology (supervised by Prof. Dr. G.A. Schaub) 

11/2009
Postdoctoral research fellow for the evaluation of the effect of deltamethrin-impregnated nets to protect peri-domestic animals in endemic Chagas disease areas in Peru at the Unidad de Enfermedades Infecciosas, Laboratorio de Immunologia,, Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Lima, Peru

12/2009
Postdoctoral research fellow for the analysis of antibody responses of dogs from endemic Chagas disease areas to salivary proteins of T. infestans at the Laboratory of Eco-Epidemiology, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Since 02/2010
Research associate at the Laboratory of Genomics and Proteomics of Disease Vectors, Institute of Parasitology, Biology Centre, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, v.v.i., České Budĕjovice, Czech Republic. Current research interests: The discovery of candidate salivary antigens for anti-tick vaccines of Ixodes ricinus and the study of immunogenic salivary antigens of Triatoma infestans as biomarkers for the detection low-level triatomine infestation. 


	List of publications and other activities in the last five  years

	Schwarz, A, Ancca Juarez, J, Richards, J, Rath, B, Quispe Machaca, V, Castro, YE, Málaga, ES, Levy, K, Gilman, RH, Bern, C, Verastegui, M, Levy, MZ (2011). Anti-triatomine saliva immunoassays for the evaluation of impregnated netting trials against Chagas disease transmission. Int. J. Parasitol. 41: 591-594. 80% contribution
Schwarz, A, Medrano-Mercado, N, Billingsley, PF, Schaub, GA, Sternberg, JM (2010). IgM-antibody responses of chickens to salivary antigens of Triatoma infestans as early biomarkers for low-level infestation of triatomines. Int. J. Parasitol. 40: 1295-1302. 100% contribution
Schwarz, A, Helling, S, Collin, N, Teixeira, CR, Medrano-Mercado, N, Hume, JCC, Assumpção, TC, Marcus, K, Stephan, C, Meyer, HE, Ribeiro, JM, Billingsley, PF, Valenzuela, JG, Sternberg, JM, Schaub, GA. (2009). Immunogenic salivary proteins of Triatoma infestans: Development of a recombinant antigen for the detection of low-level infestation of triatomines. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 3: e532. 100% contribution
Schwarz, A, Sternberg, JM, Johnston, V, Medrano-Mercado, N, Anderson, JM, Hume, JCC, Valenzuela, JG, Schaub, GA, Billingsley, PF (2009) Antibody responses of domestic animals to salivary antigens of Triatoma infestans as biomarkers for low-level infestation of triatomines. Int. J. Parasitol. Int. J. Parasitol. 39:1021-1029. 100% contribution
Schwarz, A, Maier, WA, Kistemann, T, Kampen, H (2009) Analysis of the distribution of the tick Ixodes ricinus L. (Acari: Ixodidae) in a nature reserve of western Germany using Geographic Information Systems. Int. J. Hyg. Environ. Health. 212:87-96. 100% contribution
Assumpcao, TCF, Francischetti, IMB, Andersen, JF, Schwarz, A, Santana, JM, Ribeiro, JMC (2008) An insight into the sialome of the blood sucking bug, Triatoma infestans. Insect. Biochem. Mol. Biol. 38:213-232. 20% contribution


	Names of dissertation these supervised within 2007 – 2011 (year of defence)

	Development of recombinant salivary antigens of Triatoma infestans for the detection of low -level infestation of triatomines

	Work experience abroad
	

	08/2001 
Study of the phenology of plants pollinated by hummingbirds, the hummingbird-plant interaction and the local avifauna in a secondary forest in the north-west of Ecuador; Fundación Ecologica para la Protección de los Puntos Verdes del Ecuador, Quito, Ecuador
07 – 08/2002
Analysis of Ixodes ricinus and Anopheles spp. densities in the nature reserve ‘Kottenforst-Ville’ in Bonn and detection of Borrelia burgdorferi s.l. as well as differentiation of sibling species of the A. maculipennis- and A. claviger -complex using PCR; Institute for Medical Microbiology, Immunology and Parasitology, University of Bonn, Germany
08 – 09/2004
Establishment of a national collection of insect pests occurring in the Maltese Islands; Agricultural Research and Development Centre, Ministry for Rural Affairs and the Environment, Malta

11 – 12/2004 
Analysis of extra-pair paternity in the Coal Tit Parus ater using microsatellite genotyping; Institute for Evolution and Ecology, University of Bonn, Germany

05 – 07/2006
Training in recombinant protein expression and purification; Laboratory of Malaria and Vector Research, National Institutes of Health, Rockville, MD, USA

09 – 12/2007
Epidemiological field study for the analysis of T. infestans infestation in Bolivia (collection of animal blood samples, triatomines, data) at the Laboratory of Chagas disease and Immunoparasitology, Universidad Mayor de San Simón, Cochabamba, Bolivia

01 – 04/2008
Recombinant protein expression and purification studies of T. infestans salivary proteins; Laboratory of Malaria and Vector Research, National Institutes of Health, Rockville, MD, USA
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